A working vacation - The Northwoods River News - Rhinelander, Wisc http://www.rhinelanderdailynews.com/main.asp?SectionID=6&SubS

1of2

dihe Northwoods

News Obituaries Opinions Sports Outdoors

home : news : local news Share

Community

Public Records

August 06, 2011

About/Contact Us

8/4/2011 7:30:00 AM
A working vacation
Crescent Lake Bible Camp visitors take on

projects
By Kyle Rogers
River News Reporter

Sunday afternoon, 54 laborers descended upon
Rhinelander. By the end of the week they had
planned on completing several jobs: painting of
the City Hall Council Chambers, as well as at
the animal shelter and the non-profit
Headwaters, demolition of the old skate park,
removal of bullpens at Sarocka Field, and work
on the houses of two elderly area residents.
And they were paying to do so.

"This is kind of like their vacation,” said Rick
Kindschi, of Community Impact, Inc., the
Appleton area based group that brought
together those 50-some laborers in the form of
a week-long camp. It's the third year Kindschi's
organization has sponsored the week in
Rhinelander. Families from outside the area
come to Rhinelander and stay at Crescent Lake
Bible Camp. Mornings and early afternoons are
spent working in the community. The rest of

the time is reserved for more typical
Northwoods vacation activities (i.e. waterskiing).

Luke Laggis/River News

"So, they pay to work, go figure," Kindschi said, adding that most pay around $350 t
of fun for them, but it also helps out the community."

He said people from churches in Ripon, Whitewater, Plymouth and the Appleton area ma
Community Impact does similar initiatives that involve coordinating efforts among pe

for most of the year activity is focused around Appleton. Rhinelander is the recipie

first week in August.

Kindschi said the group takes on projects for non-profits and residents who have low
disability. Those projects usually involve landscaping work, painting, or minor cons
ramp). Contacts were made through the Northwoods United Way Kindschi said. That's wh
group to the various projects. For this year, the city of Rhinelander became one of

said Mary Hardtke of Headwaters got him in touch with Rhinelander Parks, Buildings,
Paulsen. The volunteer group is tackling three different projects for the city this

coming years as long as there is work to be done says Kindschi. A roof project at th
planned for 2012's group.

"We'll find something for them to do," Mayor Dick Johns said of the new partnership
volunteers paint the City Hall Council Chambers Tuesday morning.

Materials are supplied by the people the volunteer group is doing work for, Kindschi
cover some costs in cases where there are legitimate financial difficulties for a pe

"They get kind of hooked," Kindschi said, referring to the fact that many camp parti
three years the camp has been held. "They get to know the resident. They're not doin
value."

Kindschi said the workers can see real progress in the projects they take on, and th
they're doing the work for. It's one of the benefits of returning to the same commun
the volunteer group holds a cook-out at Hodag Park that involves all the people bene
The recipients of previous year's projects are also invited.

"It makes me feel good, doing things for others," said Parker Langworthy, 14, of App

for the last two years with his brother, Mike. "But then we go back to camp, and go
pays off."
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Brad Arnold, Joe Porrey, Ethan Kaat and Luke Hameister (from left) work on
tearing down the old skate park on Phillip Street in Rhinelander on Wednesday
morning. The skate park project was one of several projects volunteers from
Community Impact tackled while in town this week.
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